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STATE OF MAINE
NOTICE OF STATE AGENCY RULEMAKING

PUBLIC INPUT FOR RULES A list of state agency rule proposals is published here each Wednesday. You can get a copy of a proposed rule by contacting the person listed in the notice. You can comment on a proposed rule by submitting a written comment to the agency or by attending the public hearing, if one is scheduled. If no hearing is scheduled, you can request one.  The agency must hold a hearing if it receives 5 or more requests.  If you have a disability and need assistance to participate in a hearing, you should tell the agency at least 7 days before the hearing. ONLINE INFORMATION Weekly notices, full text of adopted rules, and a list of agency rulemaking contacts are available at this website: 

https://www.maine.gov/sos/cec/rules/index.html
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AGENCY NAME: Department of Administrative and Financial Services, Office of Cannabis Policy 
CHAPTER NUMBER AND RULE TITLE: 18-691 C.M.R. Ch. 100, Medical Cannabis Research Grant Program
TYPE OF RULE: Major Substantive
PROPOSAL FILING NUMBER: 2026-P217
BRIEF SUMMARY: ​​This proposed rule provides interested individuals and institutions with the requirements applicable to grants for scientific research into the health effects and efficacy of cannabis for medical use. The proposed rule specifies the required qualifications for persons conducting the research; factors to be used by grant application evaluators to assess the scientific merit and objectivity of a research proposal; criteria for determining the amount of program funds distributed; criteria for determining the duration of the research; procedures for soliciting research participants, including outreach to patients, and for obtaining the informed consent of participants; and reporting requirements for the results of the research and evaluation of the research results, including requirements applicable to public access to any data and scientific publications resulting from work using grant funds; as well as the process by which the Office may recruit and utilize peer reviewers to assist in the review of grant applications received through a request for applications issued in accordance with State procurement laws and rules.  Interested parties can submit public comments until 5 pm on Friday, October 23, 2026 via webform at: https://www.maine.gov/dafs/ocp/medical-use/rules-statutes/rulemaking, via e-mail to Gabi.Pierce@maine.gov with the subject “Rulemaking public comment”, or via mail to Office of Cannabis Policy, 162 SHS, Augusta, ME 04333​.  
PUBLIC HEARING: Tuesday, October 13, 2026 10 AM,  109 Capitol Street, Augusta, Maine Room, First Floor 
COMMENT DEADLINE: Friday, October 23, 2026, 5 PM
CONTACT PERSON FOR THIS FILING: 
​Gabrielle Bérubé Pierce, Policy Director, 207-530-0507, Gabi.Pierce@maine.gov ​ 
CONTACT PERSON FOR SMALL BUSINESS IMPACT STATEMENT (if different): Same
FINANCIAL IMPACT ON MUNICIPALITIES OR COUNTIES (if any): None anticipated at this time.
STATUTORY AUTHORITY FOR THIS RULE: 22 M.R.S. § 2430(5).
SUBSTANTIVE STATE OR FEDERAL LAW BEING IMPLEMENTED (if different):  22 M.R.S. § 2430(5) and P.L. 2025, ch. 512, § 3 
AGENCY WEBSITE: www.maine.gov/dafs/ocp 
EMAIL ADDRESS FOR OVERALL AGENCY RULEMAKING LIAISON: Gabi.Pierce@maine.gov 
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CHAPTER NUMBER AND RULE TITLE: 13-188 C.M.R. Ch. 9, Harvester: Shellstock Harvesting, Handling and Sanitation [Targeted Closures]
TYPE OF RULE: Routine Technical  
RULE ACTION: Amendment of Existing Rule
ADOPTION FILING NUMBER: 2026-204

CONCISE SUMMARY:

The Commissioner adopts this emergency rulemaking to establish targeted closures in Casco Bay to include the entire intertidal growing area of Maquoit Bay in the town of Brunswick and the eastern side of Middle Bay in the town of Harpswell. The Department is concerned that continued harvesting during the phytoplankton bloom (Karenia mikimotoi) in these areas will cause additional stress on the shellfish resource, as well as increased mortality. The Commissioner finds an immediate closure is necessary to protect and conserve the shellfish resource in these harvest areas from unusual damage. For these reasons, the Commissioner hereby adopts an emergency closure of shellfish harvesting in these areas as authorized by 12 M.R.S. §6171(3)(A). 

EFFECTIVE DATE: Saturday, September 19, 2026 (Emergency Rule)

AGENCY CONTACT PERSON:
Name: Aurora Burgess
Agency Name: Department of Marine Resources
Mailing Address: 21 State House Station, Augusta, ME 04333
Telephone Number: (207) 592-0295
Email Address: DMR.rulemaking@maine.gov 


AGENCY: Department of Public Safety, Gambling Control Unit
CHAPTER NUMBER AND TITLE: 16-633 C.M.R. Ch. 32, Rules Relating to Games of Chance
ADOPTION FILING NUMBER: 2026-205
								
CONCISE SUMMARY:

This rule package is to create rules to implement statutory changes in 17 M.R.S. ch. 62 as amended by LD 1490 in 2025, that allows nonprofit organizations to sell progressive sealed ticket games and offer partner-assisted beano. In addition, these amendments include Unit proposed language to clarify the operation of queen of hearts and recordkeeping and submission requirements for licensees and registrants.

EFFECTIVE DATE: Saturday, September 26, 2026

AGENCY CONTACT PERSON:  Milton Champion
AGENCY NAME: Gambling Control Board
ADDRESS: 45 Commerce Blvd., Augusta Maine 04333
TELEPHONE: 207-626-3901


AGENCY: Department of Corrections
CHAPTER NUMBER AND RULE TITLE: 03-201 C.M.R. Ch. 10, Section 20.1, Adult Resident Discipline
ADOPTION FILING NUMBER: 2026-206

CONCISE SUMMARY:
This rule has been amended to allow residents of the Department’s facilities to engage in certain financial transactions without committing a disciplinary violation and to make clarifications to the rule. 

EFFECTIVE DATE: Sunday, September 27, 2026
AGENCY CONTACT PERSON:
Name: Mary Lucia
Agency Name: Department of Correction
Mailing Address: 111 SHS Augusta ME 04333 
Telephone Number: (207) 530-0983
Email Address:  


Note: This document was updated on September 24, 2026 to correct citation errors in two of the adoption notices.
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